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American Eel Life CycleAmerican Eel Life Cycle
�� Spawn in Spawn in 

Sargasso Sargasso 
SeaSea

�� Larvae Larvae 
carried by carried by 
gulf streamgulf stream

�� Live in Live in 
estuaries, estuaries, 
rivers and rivers and 
streamsstreams

�� Migrate back Migrate back 
to Sargasso to Sargasso 
Sea to spawnSea to spawn



Coastwide Commercial Eel Coastwide Commercial Eel 

Landings 1950Landings 1950--20032003
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Petition To Petition To 

ListList
�� November 2004 November 2004 --

Petition filed to Petition filed to 
USFWS and NMFSUSFWS and NMFS

�� February 2007 February 2007 --
USFWS announced USFWS announced 
completion of status completion of status 
reviewreview

�� Listing not Listing not 
warrantedwarranted

�� Chesapeake Bay Chesapeake Bay --
50% decline in 50% decline in 
yellow eels from yellow eels from 
19941994--20042004



�� 43% of Chesapeake 43% of Chesapeake 
Bay watershedBay watershed

�� 444 miles long444 miles long

�� 27,500 square miles27,500 square miles

�� Conowingo Dam Conowingo Dam 
River Mile 10River Mile 10

Conowingo Dam

Susquehanna River WatershedSusquehanna River Watershed



Maryland Biological Stream Survey (MBSS)

Highest number of eels

in MBSS survey



Fish Passage on Fish Passage on 
Susquehanna RiverSusquehanna River

�� Provided at 4 damsProvided at 4 dams

�� Designed for Designed for 
anadramous speciesanadramous species
�� Shad/River HerringShad/River Herring
�� Move upstream as adultsMove upstream as adults
�� Prefer high flowsPrefer high flows
�� Daytime migrationDaytime migration

�� Ineffective at passing Ineffective at passing 
juvenile American eelsjuvenile American eels

Conowingo Fish Lift


