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.~ The Clean Water Act

A Three-Legged Stool
e Designated Uses

o Criteria (narrative and numeric) to Support
Uses

« Antidegradation Policy
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. ~ Maryland’s Antidegradation
Regulations (COMAR 26.08.02.04)

« Water quality better than the minimum
criterion shall be maintained

o Defines assimilative capacity for high
guality waters.

e Discharge(s) and W&S plan amendments
to waters designated as high quality
require an antidegradation review.
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|. ~Antidegradation Review

 Must consider a no discharge
alternative(s)

e Must consider discharge modifications
to limit the use of the assimilative capacity

* Must perform a social and economic
justification If discharge will degrade a
Tier Il segment
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. Maryland’s Current High
Oualltv (Tier II) Waters
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Listed as stream reaches . ’;
at NHD 100K f

ldentified using MBSS
data (fish and benthic)

Both fish and benthic IBI
must be 4.00
Maryland currently has
223 designated high

guality stream segments
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