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PROJECT PARTNERS AND CONTRIBUTIONS  
In spring 2006, the Susquehanna River Basin Commission (SRBC) 
received a $725,000 grant from the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency’s (USEPA) Targeted Watershed Grant Program to partner 
with the Paxton Creek Watershed and Education Association 
(PCWEA) and other local interests to develop innovative and 
cooperative stormwater management solutions for Pennsylvania 
communities, using the Paxton Creek Watershed as a demonstration 
model.  In addition to the USEPA grant, which is being administered by the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, the 
project partners, listed above, also are contributing $735,000 in cash and in-kind match, making this a $1.46 million 
stormwater demonstration project.  
 

PROJECT LOCATION  
The Paxton Creek Watershed is a 27-square-mile area encompassing parts 
of the City of Harrisburg, Lower Paxton Township, Susquehanna Township, 
and other surrounding communities in Dauphin County, Pennsylvania.  The 
watershed has 50 miles of streams with headwaters in both forested and 
urban areas.  Paxton Creek discharges into the Susquehanna River at two 
locations: (1) through a man-made outlet at the north end of Wildwood 
Lake, and (2) at the City of Harrisburg.  The Susquehanna River is the 
largest tributary to the Chesapeake Bay – providing more than 80 percent of 
the freshwater inflows to the upper bay. 
 
PROJECT PURPOSES AND SCOPE 
The two overarching purposes are to:  
 

(1) Develop innovative stormwater 
management solutions for public, residential, 
and commercially controlled lands.  
Management activities have included 
establishing mechanisms for implementing 
projects with local funds, evaluating costs and 
benefits, assessing incentives, monitoring 
urban stream water quality, and conducting 

outreach and educational efforts surrounding all project activities.  
 

(2) Test management solutions using five demonstration projects.  The projects have 
removed nitrogen, phosphorus, sediment, as well as other pollutants, from storm runoff.  
The projects are: 

 

·  Centennial Acres – collected and treated drainage from 3+ acres in a residential area using bioretention, and 
demonstrated the use and benefit of stream buffers through conservation landscaping. 
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