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What is a total maximum daily load (TMDL)?

A total maximum daily load (TMDL) is the amount @fpecific pollutant that a water body can receive still
maintain water quality standards. The allocat@mallowable amount, of a specific pollutant takés account
both point and nonpoint sources of that pollutard ivatershed.

Point sources include discharges from sewage terdtplants and industrial wastewater facilitiesonpoint
sources are the pollutants that run off from thmellaln the Susquehanna River Basin, the two lepdituses of
stream impairment from nonpoint sources are acieerdrainage and agricultural runoff.

TMDL Overview

The federal Clean Water Act and the U.S. Enviroraleirotection Agency’'s (USEPA) implementing
regulations (40 CFR 130) require that states,tteieis, and authorized tribes list impaired anéahened waters
and develop TMDLs.

Although all watersheds must be handled on a cgse-b
case basis when developing TMDLs, there are basic
processes or steps that apply to all cases. Tiohyde:

1. Collect and summarize pre-existing data

(watershed characterization, inventory
contaminant sources, determination of pollutant
loads, etc.);

2. Calculate TMDL for the waterbody using
USEPA approved methods and computer
models;

3. Allocate pollutant loads to various sources;

4. Determine critical and seasonal conditions;

5. Submit draft report for public review and
comments; and

6. Obtain approval of the TMDL by USEPA.

SRBC support of state efforts

Since 2000, the Susquehanna River Basin Commi$¢SRBC) has been responsible for developing TMDlLts fo
more than 50 named watersheds in the Pennsylvani@p of the Susquehanna basin. In 2006-2007, GRB
also assisted the Maryland Department of the Enmient (MDE) with determining the source and cause f
impairments in several interstate watersheds, patneading to TMDL development.

SRBC support ranges from initial data collectiod anoblem identification, to document approval bSEPA.
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