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SCHUYLKILL COUNTY NATIVE RECOGNIZED 
FOR OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENTS AT WORK 

 

Harrisburg, Pa. – The Susquehanna River Basin Commission (SRBC) recently presented 
Jeff Zimmerman, Jr. with the organization’s quarterly Spotlight Award for his 
exceptional work as GIS Specialist.  Zimmerman has been with the Commission since 
October 2003 and is a native of Schuylkill County and currently lives there, in Lake 
Wynonah. 
 
The Spotlight Award is presented to a SRBC employee to recognize outstanding job 
performance during the past 3-month time period, commonly when they have shown 
exceptional initiative and gone beyond their general job description.  The second quarter 
of 2005 was marked by personnel changes in Jeff’s division, and so he worked many 
extra hours to manage his new responsibilities while taking on new and complex projects. 
 
In particular, Jeff assisted the PA Department of Environmental Protection’s (DEP) water 
resources planning efforts by developing a series of subbasin maps for members of the 
regional water planning committees.  He was also instrumental in the creation of a new 
exhibit showcasing GIS (Geographic Information Systems) maps to illustrate the 
Susquehanna basin for the general public.  In addition, Jeff completed 51 map packages 
for watershed groups and helped to write a new grant proposal to PA DEP to produce 
another 100 packages; designed a series of maps and data tables for the Northern 
Lancaster County Water Budget Study; provided basin maps for the Riverfront 
Symposium; and provided mapping support for a variety of SRBC’s regulatory activities, 
including maps related to SRBC’s recent request for proposal for the Deer Creek Water 
Study. 
 
SRBC executive director Paul Swartz said, “I have been particularly impressed with 
Jeff’s initiative and his ability to meet tight deadlines.  Despite his very busy schedule, he 
is always eager to assist other staff members, is enthusiastic about his projects, and is 
constantly thinking of ways to improve SRBC’s mapping products.  Jeff is an invaluable 
team player, and we all rely on him heavily for his GIS expertise.” 
 
Zimmerman earned a bachelor’s degree in Applied Geography and graduated Magna 
Cum Laude from Kutztown University. 
 
SRBC’s employee award recipients are nominated and selected by their peers.  This 
award program was initiated in 1996. 
 
SRBC is the governing agency established under a 100-year compact signed on Dec. 24, 
1970 by the federal government and states of New York, Pennsylvania and Maryland to 
protect and manage wisely the water resources of the Susquehanna River Basin.  The 
Susquehanna River starts in Cooperstown, N.Y., and flows 444 miles to Havre de Grace, 
Md., where the river meets the Chesapeake Bay. 


