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MIKULSKI RECEIVES  
FREDERICK ZIMMERMANN AWARD FROM SRBC  

Senator’s Support of Susquehanna Flood Warning System and Bay Protection Highlighted  
 
BALTIMORE, Md. – The Susquehanna River Basin Commission (SRBC) today presented the 
Commission’s Frederick L. Zimmermann Award to U.S. Senator Barbara A. Mikulski.  The 
award is presented periodically by SRBC to honor elected officials who demonstrate excellence 
in water resources management by promoting and advancing watershed management and 
interstate cooperation.  Senator Mikulski accepted the award at a reception in the Hyatt Regency 
Baltimore. 
 
Among her many accomplishments and contributions in the area of watershed management, 
SRBC highlighted Senator Mikulski’s successful efforts to restore federal funding for the 
Susquehanna Flood Forecast and Warning System – the basinwide warning system that helps 
protect lives and significantly reduce damages during flood events.  In her capacity as the 
ranking member of the Senate Commerce, Justice, Science and Related Agencies Appropriations 
Committee, Senator Mikulski effectively championed this cause for fiscal year 2006.   
 
SRBC Chairman Brig. General Bill Grisoli said, “SRBC and the citizens and businesses from 
New York, Pennsylvania and Maryland are grateful to Senator Mikulski for working with the 
Army Corps of Engineers, the states and SRBC to protect lives and property by reducing the 
impacts from flooding.”  He said, “The Susquehanna flood warning system represents a very 
prudent investment that provides tangible benefits, while saving the federal government $20 for 
every $1 it invests in the system.  Senator Mikulski was instrumental in working with the state 
and federal partners to ensure the continuation of this important warning system for the residents 
of the area.”    
 
Chairman Grisoli (Commander, North Atlantic Division, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers) said, 
“Like Frederick Zimmermann, Senator Mikulski effectuates change through the legislative arena.  
Her keen insights into watershed management combined with her untiring dedication are the 
very values that make her a worthy recipient of the Zimmermann Award.”  
 
Teamwork is central to protecting basin residents.  Several federal agencies play critical roles in 
flood response in the Susquehanna basin in coordination with the river basin commission.  The 
Army Corps of Engineers built and maintains 13 flood control reservoirs in the basin, NOAA's 
National Weather Service forecasts and disseminates flood crest information at 72 locations 
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along the basin's streams, and the U.S. Geological Survey maintains and operates more than 200 
gaging stations that monitor precipitation and streamflow conditions. 
 
SRBC’s Maryland Commissioner Kendl Philbrick (Secretary, Maryland Department of the 
Environment) said, “Senator Mikulski appreciates the important work the Commission performs 
to manage the vast Susquehanna River Basin.  This work upstream is vital to the protection and 
restoration of the Chesapeake Bay, our great national treasure.” 
 
Frederick L. Zimmermann was a native of Brooklyn, N.Y., and he lived from 1906 to 1993.  
Among his many notable contributions, Frederick Zimmermann:  
• served six terms in the New York State General Assembly, where he introduced the 

resolution that led to the formation of the Joint Legislative Committee on Interstate 
Cooperation; 

• initiated the formation of the Susquehanna River Basin Compact, which authorized the 
creation of SRBC for a 100-year duration; 

• served as Chairman of the Susquehanna River Basin Compact Drafting Task Force from 
1964 to 1967; 

• co-authored The Law and Use of Interstate Compacts; and   
• served as chair of the political science department at Hunter College from 1959 to 1968. 
 
Past recipients of SRBC’s Frederick L. Zimmermann Award: 
2001 – State Senator John R. Kuhl, Jr., New York 
2000 – State Delegate David D. Rudolph, Maryland 
1998 – State Representative Russell H. Fairchild, Pennsylvania 
1996 – U.S. Representative Sherwood L. Boehlert, New York 
 
SRBC is the governing agency established under a 100-year compact signed on December 24, 
1970 by the federal government and the states of New York, Pennsylvania and Maryland to 
protect and wisely manage the water resources of the Susquehanna River Basin.  The 
Susquehanna River starts in Cooperstown, N.Y., and flows 444 miles to Havre de Grace, Md., 
where the river meets the Chesapeake Bay. 
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