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2021 PROGRAM GUIDELINES 
I. BACKGROUND 
 
The Susquehanna River Basin Commission (Commission) is a federal-interstate compact 
commission responsible for coordinated management of the water resources of the 27,510-square-
mile Susquehanna River Basin (Basin).  The Basin is situated in New York, Pennsylvania, and 
Maryland and comprises 43 percent of the Chesapeake Bay’s drainage area.  The mission of the 
Commission is to enhance public welfare through comprehensive planning, water supply 
allocation, and management of the water resources of the Basin.  Under the authority of the 
Susquehanna River Basin Compact (Compact), the Commission regulates groundwater 
withdrawal, surface water withdrawal, diversion, and consumptive use (CU) projects in the Basin.   

II. INTRODUCTION 
 
The Commission’s regulations (18 CFR §806.22(b)) regarding review and approval of projects 
require mitigation for CU of water.  CU is broadly defined as the loss of water due to a variety of 
processes by which the water is not returned to the waters of the Basin undiminished in quantity.  
The Commission’s CU regulation, adopted in 1976, requires project sponsors to provide mitigation 
for their consumptive use during low flow events.  The Commission’s mitigation strategy is based 
on the elimination of man-made impacts caused by CU during low flows and the return to natural 
flow conditions.  Sponsors are expected to comply with the regulation by providing compensatory 
water or discontinuing CU during low flow events.  This has proved impractical and/or 
unreasonable for most CU projects.  The Commission enacted a measure in 1993 to allow project 
sponsors to pay a fee to the Commission in lieu of providing compensatory water.  The payment 
of fees was intended to allow the Commission to undertake projects to provide CU mitigation. 
 
The Commission adopted a CU Mitigation Policy in 2020.  The policy outlines the Commission’s 
fundamental objective of CU mitigation, defines contemporary standards for planning and 
implementing mitigation projects, provides insight into factors considered in determining an 
acceptable manner of mitigation, and expands the scope of alternatives for Commission-initiated 
mitigation projects.  The Commission strives to encourage and undertake CU mitigation projects 
through the administration of its regulatory program and its own activities funded by CU 
mitigation fee payments.  This includes pursuit of traditional water storage and low flow 
augmentation projects, as well as alternative methods including water conservation and reuse, 
groundwater recharge, and water quality improvements.   

III. PURPOSE 
 
The purpose of the Commission’s CU Mitigation Grant Program is to identify, fund, and 
implement projects to mitigate for regulated CU during critical low flow periods to offset 
reductions in water availability in order to help protect public health and safety, avoid water use 
conflicts, prevent water quality impacts, sustain economic production, and support ecological flow 
needs throughout the Basin. 
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IV. PRIORITIES 
 
The Commission’s 2021 Comprehensive Plan identifies potentially stressed, water challenged, and 
low water availability watersheds, as well as watersheds with the highest CU.  These areas are 
depicted in Figure 1 and represent priority locations for developing additional mitigation and water 
conservation measures.  While these watersheds are prioritized for implementing CU mitigation, 
proposed projects in other areas of the Basin may also be considered under the CU Mitigation 
Grant Program.  The Commission also prioritizes CU mitigation projects proposed in designated 
environmental justice areas and tailored to improve resilience to climate change. 
 
The Commission’s CU Mitigation Policy expands the scope of alternatives for Commission-
initiated mitigation projects.  This includes pursuit of traditional water storage and low flow 
augmentation projects, as well as alternative methods including water conservation and reuse, 
groundwater recharge, and water quality improvements.  Priority projects for mitigating CU in the 
Basin are those that will result in: 
 

• Additional water supply storage or capacity available for offsetting or attenuating 
reductions in water availability from CU during critical low flow periods and droughts. 
 

• Improved reservoir releases, groundwater utilization, or drought operations that temper 
reductions in water availability from CU during critical low flow periods and droughts. 
 

• Increased water conservation, recycling, or reuse that reduces CU and increases water 
availability during critical low flow periods and droughts. 
 

• Enhanced groundwater recharge, abandoned mine drainage treatment, stormwater 
management, or floodplain restoration that sustains base flow and makes watersheds more 
resilient to critical low flow periods and droughts. 

V. ELIGIBILITY 
 

A. Eligible Applicants 
 

Any of the following entities may apply for a grant under the CU Mitigation Grant Program: 
 

1. Project Sponsor – Any person who owns, operates, or proposes to undertake a water 
withdrawal, consumptive use, or water supply project and has a docket or approval to 
operate issued by the Commission. 
 

2. Local, State, and Federal Government Entity – Any federal, state, county, or local 
government entity, including government-led coalitions, municipal authorities, school 
districts, and home rule municipalities. 
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Figure 1. Priority Watersheds for Consumptive Use Mitigation 
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3. Tax-Exempt Non-Profit Organization – A tax-exempt, non-profit organization under 
§ 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code involved in research, restoration, 
rehabilitation, planning, acquisition, development, education, or other activities, which 
furthers the protection, enhancement, conservation, preservation, or management of the 
Basin's water resources.  

 
4. Institution of Higher Education – An entity that is an accredited university, college, 

seminary college, community college, or two-year college. 
 

B. Eligible Projects 
 

1. Water Supply Alternatives – Projects that acquire water supply storage at federal, 
state, and private-owned water storage assets for use in offsetting CU during critical 
low flow periods and droughts in the Basin.  This includes projects that increase water 
supply capacity via system interconnections that help mitigate drought-related water 
supply emergencies.  
 
a. Surface Water Impoundments – Water stored in existing surface water 

impoundments can be used to make low flow augmentation releases to offset 
downstream CU.  Projects may include both publicly and privately owned or 
controlled impoundments and lakes.  These surface waterbodies must be located 
within or adjacent to the Susquehanna River Basin and their use for CU mitigation 
in the Basin must not significantly jeopardize or alter current uses.  Final 
determination of suitability is subject to the Commission’s evaluation of potential 
environmental, recreational, and other impacts resulting from periodic use of 
storage (drawdown) for increased low flow releases.  Projects can be comprised of 
a network of existing surface waterbodies utilized in combination for CU 
mitigation.   
 

b. Inactive Flooded Quarries – Inactive flooded quarries are excavations into local 
aquifers that are partially filled with groundwater, and can be used to mitigate CU.  
Use of quarry pools may require pump tests to insure that pumping does not 
produce any drawdown interference with neighboring water users or negatively 
impact adjacent streams and/or wetlands.  Quarry pools often have water quality 
issues and may require treatment.  Use of quarry pools may also require 
construction of a conveyance system to a receiving stream and a NPDES permit for 
the discharge of quarry pool water. 
 

c. Flooded Underground Mine Pools – Numerous inactive, underground mines exist 
throughout the Basin that are flooded, forming underground mine pools that can be 
used to mitigate CU.  However, each site can pose technical challenges which must 
be evaluated on a site-specific basis.  Groundwater stored in mine pools could be 
pumped and released during low flow periods, and natural groundwater recharge 
could replenish these mine pools during wet periods.  Water quality from flooded 
underground mines, such as coal mines, most likely requires treatment prior to 
discharge.  Within the Basin, abandoned underground coal mines account for the 
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majority of prospective sites, but a few large non-coal sites are also potentially 
available. 
 

d. Newly Constructed Impoundments – This alternative is focused on storage that 
could potentially be developed by constructing on-site storage impoundments.  The 
new impoundment(s) would need to be of sufficient volume to provide water 
storage for flow augmentation.  It is preferable for new impoundments to be 
constructed “off-stream” and filled by runoff or pumping water from an adjacent 
perennial stream or well during higher flows.  This “off-stream” method of 
construction is favored since it minimizes, but does not eliminate, permitting 
requirements and environmental considerations. 
 

e. Water Supply System Interconnections – Water supply system interconnections 
provide a means of redistributing water from water systems with excess supply or 
capacity to water systems that need additional water.  Interconnection contracts 
include both the buying and selling of water on a regular basis or for emergency 
purposes only.  Water supply system interconnections can help increase water 
supply reliability and mitigate drought-related water supply emergencies.  
 

2. Project Operation Alternatives – Projects that implement low flow augmentation 
and/or acceptable conservation releases at public or private reservoirs to help offset CU 
during critical low flow periods and droughts in the Basin.  This includes projects that 
implement aquifer storage and recovery, conjunctive use of water, drought response 
actions, and related measures that improve sustainability of water supply sources 
during drought events. 
 
a. Reservoir Conservation Releases – A reservoir conservation release is a prescribed 

quantity of flow from an impoundment structure that must be continuously 
maintained downstream of the impoundment for low flow protection.  Conservation 
releases are intended to prevent water quality degradation and adverse lowering of 
streamflow levels downstream of the impoundment, thereby protecting aquatic 
resources and other water users during times of low flow and drought. 
 

b. Aquifer Storage and Recovery Methods – Aquifer storage and recovery methods 
provide subsurface storage by holding water in aquifers during high to normal flow 
periods and releasing it via wells or natural means during low flow periods.  This 
alternative may consist of injection wells, enhanced recharge, or other aquifer 
enhancements.  A critical component of projects under this alternative is a full 
evaluation quantifying potential aquifer storage, recharge, and sustainable yield. 
 

c. Conjunctive Use Management – Conjunctive use management is the planned 
process of coordinating surface water and groundwater resources to maximize total 
water availability in a region long-term.  For example, a region with surface water 
supplies may choose to undertake an aggressive water recharge program in wet 
years, with the goal of having additional groundwater in storage that can be used 
during dry years.  Conjunctive use management involves efficient use of both 
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resources through planned and managed operation of a groundwater basin and 
surface water supply combined through a coordinated conveyance infrastructure. 
 

d. Drought Response Actions – Drought response actions include measures a water 
user will take to respond to drought or water shortage conditions including 
operational changes, a water conservation program, development of emergency 
supplies, and water rationing.  The actions should provide for specific triggers and 
steps to be taken to achieve a phased reduction of total system withdrawal and CU 
during droughts.  
 

3. Demand Modification Alternatives – Projects that decrease the amount of water used 
or withdrawn from a watershed, as well as projects that increase the amount of available 
water for withdrawal from a watershed to mitigate CU in the Basin.  This includes 
projects that conserve water, reuse or recycle water, and/or increase groundwater 
recharge. 
 
a. Water Use Reductions – The electric generation sector withdraws and 

consumptively uses the greatest amount of water in the Basin, compared with other 
sectors.  Any efforts to reduce water usage by utilities (e.g., closed-loop water 
circulation systems or dry cooling for the turbines) will increase available water 
supply.  For example, utilities may provide reclaimed water to electric utilities for 
electricity generation.  Agriculture represents another large user of water in the 
Basin in terms of withdrawals and CU.  To reduce agricultural water demand, for 
example, utilities can work with farmers to adopt advanced micro-irrigation 
technology (e.g., drip irrigation). 
 

b. Water Conservation – Water conservation is a broad category that includes best 
practices, programs, and/or technologies that reduce water consumption, reduce 
water loss or waste, and/or improve water use efficiency in the Basin.  Examples of 
water conservation include deployment of advanced metering infrastructure for 
identification of system leaks or to provide water users with detailed daily use data, 
or implementation of water pricing structures which encourage water conservation.  
A critical component of water conservation projects is an evaluation quantifying 
current water use, including water losses and water demand forecast. 

 
c. Water Reuse or Recycling – Water reuse or recycling is the planned process of 

reusing treated effluent or other water resources (e.g., agriculture runoff, cooling 
water, produced water) prior to reintroduction into the water cycle in the Basin.  
Water can be reused for environmental uses, direct or indirect potable water supply 
augmentation, industrial applications, agricultural and landscape irrigation, and 
other water reuse applications.  A critical component of water reuse or recycling 
projects is a detailed engineering analysis that assesses reuse water quantity and 
quality, potential water reuse and system operations risks, treatment technology and 
its reliability, and cost-benefits of reuse water and systems. 
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d. Groundwater Recharge – Increased groundwater recharge can be achieved through 
deployment of engineered recharge systems and/or the restoration of natural 
recharge systems in the Basin.  Examples of groundwater recharge projects include 
the reuse of treated effluent for rapid infiltration to recharge a water user’s well, 
expansion of or improvements to irrigation systems, or a public water supplier’s 
conversion of impervious surfaces to pervious surfaces within its source water 
protection area.  A critical component of engineered recharge projects is a 
feasibility analysis that includes assessment of site suitability, water quantity, and 
water quality. 

 
4. Environmental and Water Quality Alternatives – Projects that provide 

environmental and water quality improvements to mitigate CU in the Basin.  This 
includes projects that increase groundwater recharge, restore streams and wetlands, 
treat abandoned mine drainage, implement stormwater best management practices 
(BMPs), and reconnect and preserve floodplains. 
 
a. Groundwater Recharge – Groundwater projects under this alternative must 

increase, restore, and/or preserve groundwater recharge in the Basin.  Proposed 
projects must demonstrate improvement in aquifer recharge and/or base flows to 
surrounding streams, improving overall hydrologic resiliency.  Examples of 
recharge restoration and enhancement would include removing impermeable 
surfaces or altering topographic contours to increase recharge.  Groundwater 
recharge projects may also be linked with water quality improvements. 

 
b. Wetland and Stream Restoration – Restoration of streams and wetlands provides 

increased habitat and improves water quality, which enhances ecosystem resiliency 
during low flow periods.  Proposed projects must restore significant areas of 
streams and/or wetlands and should provide water quality improvements. 

 
c. Abandoned Mine Drainage Treatment – Legacy coal mining and other abandoned 

mining-related activities constitute the largest single source of stream and 
groundwater pollution in the Basin.  Remediating these discharges improves water 
quality for streams, wetlands, and groundwater, which provides drought resiliency 
during low flow periods.  Proposed projects must treat or remediate abandoned 
mine discharges either at or near the discharge point or via subsurface remediation. 

 
d. Stormwater Best Management Practices – Stormwater BMPs have changed over 

time with regulatory and technological changes.  Existing stormwater facilities may 
not align with current BMPs, which can impact surface and groundwater resources.  
Retrofitting existing systems can improve water quality and provide increased 
groundwater recharge.  Proposed projects must provide increased groundwater 
recharge, improve water quality, and/or reduce localized flooding. 

 
e. Floodplain Restoration and Preservation – Floodplains provide water quality 

improvements and flood flow storage, which reduces detrimental impacts to 
streams.  Reconnecting, enhancing, or preserving floodplains provides drought 
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resiliency and improves water quality in the Basin.  Proposed projects must 
demonstrate water quality improvements while reducing downstream flooding. 
 

C. Eligible Use of Funds 
 

CU Mitigation Grant funds may be used by the applicant to pay for any of the following project 
costs: 
 

1. Acquisition, construction, improvement, expansion, repair, maintenance, or 
rehabilitation of new or existing CU mitigation projects.  Construction contingency is 
limited to 10% of actual construction costs.  

 
2. Acquisition of land, rights-of-way, and easements required to develop the project. 

 
3. Planning, site characterization, design, and permitting work needed to complete the 

project. 
 

4. Purchase of equipment and technology required to implement the project. 
 

5. Technical assistance necessary to carry out the project.  For construction projects, this 
includes costs for engineering and construction oversight, inspections, and 
performance monitoring. 
 

6. Project monitoring to assess CU mitigation project effectiveness. 
 

7. Operation and maintenance costs are limited to a period of no more than 20 years, and 
any funds requested for this purpose will be part of the evaluation of the proposed 
project. 
 

8. Administrative costs of the applicant necessary to administer the grant, which could 
include advertising, legal, audits, and documented staff expenses.  

a. If the organization has an approved fringe benefit and/or indirect cost rate, 
documentation of the approved rate(s) must be submitted with the application. 

b. If the organization does not have an approved fringe benefit cost rate, fringe 
benefits are limited to 10% of labor costs included. 

 
9. Public relations, education, and outreach in conjunction with the project. 

 
Ineligible costs include, but are not limited to, routine facility maintenance, unrelated 
infrastructure replacement, routine regulatory obligations, contingency costs not associated 
with actual expenses, lobbying, litigation, fees for securing other financing or associated with 
bad debts, interest on borrowed funds, business/marketing events and/or related entertainment 
expenses, alcoholic beverages, illegal activities or substances, costs associated with personal 
expenses of board members and/or officers/staff, application preparation fees, and other costs 
incurred prior to the award of grant funds.   
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VI. PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS 
 

A. Cost Share Requirements 
 

A minimum 10% cash match is required for the total requested grant funds.  Match above 10%, 
either cash and/or in-kind, will be considered as part of the evaluation of a project proposal.  
Eligible match contributions will be permitted for up to one year prior to the grant submittal 
deadline date, through the life of the grant agreement, as long as the eligible match 
expenditures are directly related to the project.  Match commitment documentation is required 
to be provided along with the grant application. 

 
B. Permit Requirements 

 
Applicants must certify that they will secure all necessary permits and/or approvals prior to 
commencement of any project-related work and that all work will comply with any applicable 
permits and approvals.  Applicants must document in the application that the project generally 
is in compliance with any applicable county or local comprehensive plans as evidenced by a 
letter from the appropriate local planning agency, if applicable. 
 
C. Other Requirements 

The following are abbreviated descriptions of some of the requirements that will be 
incorporated into agreements with grantees awarded funds as part of this program.  For a more 
complete list of all the terms and conditions that will be a part of any grant award, please review 
the Grant Agreement Template, which is provided along with other supporting documents on 
the application web page. 

 
1. Davis-Bacon Act and Pennsylvania/New York/ Maryland Prevailing Wage 

Requirements – The Grantee shall follow all applicable federal and state prevailing 
wage requirements. 

 
2. Bidding Requirements – If the Grantee is a political subdivision or other entity for 

which open and competitive bidding procedures have been established by law, the 
Grantee shall comply with those procedures if they are applicable to the project being 
funded with the grant funds. 

 
If the Grantee does not have established bidding procedures, the Commission requires 
that contracts for the construction, reconstruction, or improvement of any facility that are 
anticipated to cost in excess of $50,000, and contracts for the purchase of services, 
supplies, equipment, and materials in excess of $25,000, must be competitively bid or at 
least three quotes must be obtained, and the least cost quote from a qualified bidder must 
be selected. 

 
3. Insurance – The Grantee represents and warrants that it has and will maintain 

commercially reasonable policies of insurance in the amounts required by the 
Commission. 



 

10 

4. MBE/WBE Provision – It is the policy of the Commission that Minority and Women-
Owned Business Enterprises (MBEs/WBEs) shall have the maximum feasible 
opportunity to participate in the performance of Commission contracts.  The Grantee 
shall comply with any use of MBE/WBEs outlined in its grant application.  In addition, 
the Grantee agrees to use its best efforts to carry out this MBE/WBE Policy through 
award of any additional subcontracts to Minority and Women-Owned Business 
Enterprises to the fullest extent consistent with the efficient performance of the proposed 
work. 

 
5. Conflicts of Interest – A conflict of interest or the appearance of a conflict of interest 

has the potential to negatively impact the Commission’s reputation for excellence and 
integrity in carrying out its mission.  Therefore, several provisions shall be applicable to 
the Grantee with a potential conflict of interest. 

 
6. Nondiscrimination – In accordance with all applicable state and federal laws, 

regulations or executive orders, the grantee shall not discriminate against any employee, 
applicant for employment, independent contractor, or any other person because of race, 
color, religious creed, ancestry, national origin, age, gender, sexual orientation, or 
handicap.   

 
7. Restrictions on Lobbying – Grantees are strictly prohibited from using funds under the 

grant agreement for lobbying activities. 
 

8. Project Records – The Grantee must maintain full and accurate records with respect to 
the project and must ensure adequate control over related parties in the project.  The 
Commission requires the applicant provide access to such records, as well as the ability 
to inspect all work, invoices, materials, and other relevant records at reasonable times 
and places.  Upon request of the Commission, the Grantee must furnish all data, reports, 
contracts, documents, and other information relevant to the project.  Records must be 
maintained for a period of seven years from the completion date of the project. 

 
9. Final Report – Grantees will be required to provide a final report at the completion of 

the grant project in the form and manner prescribed by the Commission.   
 
10. Maintenance of Easements – Grantees must provide for or ensure any necessary 

easements, rights-of-way, and landowner commitments to allow project access. 
 
11. Public Dissemination of Information – Grantee gives permission for the Commission 

to use the information provided in the Grantee’s application materials and associated with 
any subsequent project activity in connection with promotional materials for the 
Consumptive Use Mitigation Grant Program.   

 
12. Certification of Expenses – The grantee shall provide invoices in a form and manner 

provided by the Commission that details expenses and the associated project tasks, and 
certify those project expenses were in accordance with the scope of work and budget 
approved by the Commission. 
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VII. GRANTS 

A. The total grant funding available may range from $4 million to $6 million. 

B. Individual grant projects are anticipated to be in the range of $100,000 or more, with 
funding requests evaluated by project type and proposed activities. 

C. To be eligible for grant funds, project costs must be incurred within the time frame 
established by the grant agreement. 

D. Projects are anticipated to span up to three years. 

VIII. APPLICATION PROCEDURES 
 
To apply for funding, the applicant must submit the online application located at 
https://mdw.srbc.net/consumptive-use-mitigation-grant.  

A. For technical inquiries regarding the submission of the online application, contact the 
Commission at cugrant@srbc.net or (717) 238-0423, extension 1017. 

B. All applications and required supplemental information must be received by January 28, 
2022. 

 

IX. APPLICATION EVALUATION 
 
All applications submitted will be reviewed by the Commission to determine eligibility of the 
proposed project as well as the competitiveness of the proposal.  Applications are evaluated on a 
competitive basis using the following criteria: 

 
A. Standard Criteria  

 
1. The proposed project is compatible with the visions, goals, and objectives contained in 

the Commission’s Comprehensive Plan. 
 

2. The proposed project is consistent with the objectives outlined in the Commission’s 
CU Mitigation Policy, and aligns well with the project types described in Section VI.A-
D in the policy. 
 

3. The proposed project is located in or adjacent to the Susquehanna River Basin such that 
CU mitigation can benefit watersheds and streams within the Basin. 
  

4. The proposed project is located in a watershed identified by the Commission as a 
priority for implementing CU mitigation. 
 

5. The proposed project has local stakeholder support and addresses local water resources 
management needs. 
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6. The Commission will prioritize projects that propose project implementation; however, 

the Commission will consider projects that include planning, site characterization, data 
collection, and design activities. 
 

7. The proposed project can be implemented in a reasonable timeframe, typically within 
three years of grant funding allocation. 
 

8. The proposed project takes climate change into account and will increase climate 
resiliency in the Basin. 

 
9. The proposed project is located in, or will directly benefit, an environmental justice 

area. 
 
10. The proposed project incorporates multiple project types at a single project site. 
 
11. The applicant is able to obtain the necessary rights-of-way, land ownership, and/or 

easements to maintain the project site in perpetuity. 
 

12. The proposed project leverages resources from other partners or other funding sources. 
 

13. The proposed budget for the project appears to be reasonable given the proposed tasks 
and outcomes.  
 

14. The applicant has the capacity and experience to successfully complete the proposed 
project. 

 
B. Water Supply Alternatives Criteria 

 
1. The proposed project entails surface water storage, aquifers, other underground water 

storage, excess water supply capacity, or other water supply sources available for 
providing CU mitigation. 
 

2. The proposed project entails water supply sources available for CU mitigation during 
low flow periods and droughts in the Basin, typically from July through November. 
 

3. The proposed project entails water supply sources with adequate storage or capacity to 
provide CU mitigation for a period of 45 or more days without impacting surface water 
flows or existing water users. 
 

4. The proposed project entails water supply system interconnections that increase water 
supply capacity and reliability without impacting existing water users. 
 

5. The proposed project entails water supply sources with water quality, raw or treated, 
that meets applicable federal and state requirements. 
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C. Project Operations Alternatives Criteria 
 
1. The proposed project entails conservation releases or low flow augmentation releases 

from storage which result in outflows that match or exceed natural inflows during low 
flow periods and droughts in the Basin, typically from July through November. 

 
2. The proposed project entails releases from storage at rates that are appropriate 

considering the natural flow regime and hydraulic capacity of the receiving stream. 
 

3. The proposed project entails groundwater sources with adequate recharge and storage 
to provide CU mitigation for a period of 45 or more days without impacting surface 
water flows or existing water users. 

 
4. The proposed project entails the coordinated use of surface water and groundwater 

sources to satisfy water demands, particularly during low flow periods and droughts in 
the Basin, typically from July through November. 

 
5. The proposed project entails implementation of drought response actions to be taken 

by the water user to reduce water demand and optimize use of available water sources 
during low flow periods and droughts in the Basin, typically from July through 
November. 

 
D. Demand Modification Alternatives Criteria 

 
1. The proposed project provides a quantifiable or estimated water savings.  

 
2. The proposed project provides a quantifiable water reuse or recycling rate/volume, 

including any water quality benefit associated with the reuse/recycling.  
 

3. The proposed project provides a quantifiable or estimated groundwater recharge rate.  
 

4. The proposed project provides quantified values based on project and/or site specific 
data.  Applicant must document all assumptions and resources used in their 
quantification. 
 

5. The proposed project provides estimated values consistent with generally accepted 
good engineering and/or hydrologic practices.  Applicants must document all 
assumptions and resources used in their estimation. 

 
E. Environmental and Water Quality Alternatives Criteria 

 
1. The proposed project meets or exceeds state or federal recommended water quality 

criteria for aquatic life. 
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2. The proposed project provides a quantifiable increase, or preservation of groundwater 
recharge that provides base flows to streams and/or wetlands during low flow periods 
and droughts in the Basin, typically from July through November. 

 
3. The proposed project improves water quality through reduction of pollutant loads 

and/or improvement of aquatic habitats. 
 

4.  The proposed project provides long-term, sustainable benefits to surface and/or 
groundwater resources with legal protections from development. 

 
5. The proposed project will provide means and methods for quantifying benefits. 

 

X. ACCESSING FUNDS 
 
Upon approval of a grant agreement by the Commission, a commitment letter and grant agreement 
will be issued to the applicant detailing the terms and conditions of the grant.  The grant agreement 
must be signed by an authorized individual and returned to the Commission within 30 days of the 
date of the commitment letter or the offer may be withdrawn by the Commission. 
 
Grant funds will be disbursed at select intervals in advance of expenses, or through reimbursement 
of expenses.  Applicants must propose which is the preferred method in their grant application. 
 

XI. PROGRAM INQUIRIES 
 
Program inquiries should be directed to: 

 
Susquehanna River Basin Commission  
Consumptive Use Mitigation Grant Program 
4423 North Front Street  
Harrisburg, PA 17110-1788 

 
Telephone:  (717) 238-0423, extension 1017 
Email: cugrant@srbc.net 
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XII. SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION 
 

Consumptive Use Mitigation Grant Program Document List 
 
1. Project Location Map Template  

 
2. Scope of Work Template  

 
3. Budget Line Item Definitions  

 
4. Matching Funds Commitment Letter Template  

 
5. Planning Consistency Letter Template  

 
6. Landowner Consent Letter Template  

 
7. Required Permits Template  

 
8. Grant Agreement Template  


